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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EAGR 

SUBJECT: COFFEE CROP DAMAGE 

LATE NOVEMBER FLOOD DAMAGE TO COLOMBIAN COFFEE CROP IS 
RECEIVING CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION IN U.S. PRESS AND 
COMMODITY MARKETS. ESTIMATES OF DAMAGE TO HARVEST 
FLUCTUATE BETWEEN TEN AND THIRTY PERCENT. COLOMBIAN 
PRODUCTION OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL YEARS WILL BE KEY TO 
AVAILABILITY OF COFFEE TO U.S. MARKET AND WILL STRONGLY 
INFLUENCE THE WORKINGS OF IMPORTANT OPERATIVE PROVISIONS 
OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL COFFEE AGREEMENT. DEPARTMENT 
WOULD APPRECIATE REPORTING ON EXTENT OF DAMAGE TO THE 
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CURRENT COLOMBIAN CROP AND ON POSSIBLE EFFECTS ON PRO- 
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